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volved in the "mutiny/' He was succeeded by General N. N, Duk-honin, the last chief of staff under the Provisional Government.
The Kornilov affair is often represented as the decisive turning point in the history of the revolution. Leaving aside the Lvov imbroglio, it is clear that Kornilov, on his own admission, was resolved to bring about the reorganization of the government, if necessary, by force. Technically this was mutiny, or came dangerously close to it. Yet many of his level-headed contemporaries saw the situation in a different light. "Kornilov did not seek power for himself/" General Alekseev wrote to Miliukov on September 12, 1917. "His aim was the creation of a strong, dependable government consisting of men capable of leading Russia to her salvation. But this is the wish and ambition of all honest people who love their country." The personal issue between Kerensky and Kornilov is of minor interest. The real significance of the Kornilov episode—for it was no more than an episode—was to expose the groundlessness of hope for, and fear of, a counter-revolution. In August, 1917, a "strong" government resting on principles such as professed by Kornilov, Alekseev, Miliukov, and also Kerensky—continuation of the war, restoration of discipline, respect for the right of property—was beyond the realm of possibility7. Unlike the revolutions of February and October, the Kornilov "counterrevolution" introduced no new factors in the situation but merely accentuated the existing trends. It probably shortened the life span of the Provisional Government, but it did not cause, nor could it have prevented, its downfall.
THE THIRD COALITION GOVERNMENT
Whatever the historic significance of the Kornilov "mutiny/' its immediate consequences were grave. On August 26 all the ministers placed their resignations in the hands of Kerensky but, at his request, continued in office on a day-to-day basis. Kerensky thus became a quasi-dictator, his position being enhanced by his assumption of the office of commander in chief. On September 1 there was formed the "directory," an inner cabinet of five members headed by Kerensky and vested, in theory, with plenary powers. A score of ministers., among them Chernov and Savinkov, were dismissed, and new men were appointed by Kerensky to the vacant offices. Kerensky wished to reconstruct the government on a coalition basis but met at first with the opposition of the Central Executive Committee, which took the

